
 

Transition Policy 

At Beach Kids, we recognise transitions around the needs of the individual child.  

We appreciate that we have obligation to each child to ensure supportive and successful transitions. We 

believe that smooth transitions support the personal, social and emotional development, learning and 

future success of every child. We want children to feel safe, stimulated and happy in the setting and to 

feel secure and comfortable with staff. We also want parents to have confidence in both their children's 

well-being and their role as active partners with the setting. We aim to make the setting a welcoming 

place where children settle quickly and easily because consideration has been given to the individual 

needs and circumstances of children and their families. 

Process 

1. We utilise the Key Teacher(s) Strategy before the child starts.   

2. This teacher(s) is responsible for settling the child into the Beach Kids setting, documenting the 

child’s progress and being the first point of contact in the centre.  

 

Transition from home into Beach Kids. 

 We appreciate that whanau is the first educator of their child  

 We invite parents to supply photographs of their child and any information about their child as a 

way to begin to develop relationships.  

 Parents are welcome to come and visit our setting at any time   

 We use orientation visits to work alongside each child to begin to assimilate them in the Beach 

Kids environment. We collect essential information through a registration form as well as 

information from the parents about the child’s needs, likes, dislikes, routines and development. 

 We create an environment in our setting that reflects the needs and interests of the child. 

 We use boards to display information about what happens in the setting and we use 

photographs of children at play to effectively engage with parents, both on displays and using 

our TV. 

 We also use Story Park to documenting special occasions, trips, visits, celebrations and everyday 

life at Beach Kids. This is available for families to look through at any time.   

 We support children who have identified additional needs as they enter our setting. 

 

Transitions between settings, rooms and key people  

 Learning Stories (Story Park) move with children between key people and/or rooms  

 Whanau are positively encouraged to add information to the Learning Stories. 



 

 Transition forms are completed by the key teacher(s) and passed on to the new key person.   

 Parents are introduced to the new key person and given a guided tour of their child’s new 

environment and given an opportunity to chat. 

 Transition forms are completed by staff in the Under 2’s room. Transition forms are completed 

by Over 2’s teacher for the Kindergarten.  

 Newsletters also communicate any important events for each areas. 

 Manager shows the value of smooth transitions by giving time for staff to support children and 

families. 

 

Transition from Kindergarten setting into Primary school   

 Beach Kids aims to maintain good relationships that is based on professional respect, with all 

local primary schools.  

 Staff from local primary schools are invited to visit the child within Beach Kids setting at the end 

of each Term (prior to transition.)  

 Story Park encouraged to be shared with school.  

 Should there be a problem with access, Learning Stories can be printed and passed onto new 

Key Teacher at school.  

 Beach Kids arranges ‘School visits’ with Waihi Beach School.  

 Beach Kids will arrange (if necessary) and a  ‘transition meeting’ for those children with 

identified additional needs. 

 Children have a ‘Transition’ summary written by their Kindy teacher, identifying key information 

about the child. 

 Beach Kids is guided by individual whanau choice in regards to child's transition 

celebration.  Whanau, including siblings, are warmly invited to join transition celebrations.   

 Transition Policy will be reviewed annually by the centre manager with feedback from staff and 

Whanau.  

 


